
 

 

BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
November 8th 2016 

 
The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on November 
8th 2016 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Brian Braun, Leo Wilfahrt, and Commissioner James Berg. Also present: 
Charles Enter, County Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Laine Sletta, Zoning Administrator; 
Robert Santaella, Asst. Zoning Administrator. Members of the public included: Matthew Little, Garth Carlson, 
Nancy Lilleodden, Dean Sellner, Keith Olson, Judy Havemeier, and Robert Braulick.  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Tohal at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the October 11th 2016 
meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0029 by Garth Carlson on property 
described as Honey Suckle Shores 1st Subdivision, Lot 3, Block 1, Out Lot A & B Section 19-Twp 108N-31W to 
allow a Seasonal Campground consisting of up to 25 total camping areas all located in the A-1 Agricultural 
Protection Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Tohal asked about seasonal camping area, 
Carlson confirms he would like campers to stay seasonally but will take weekend campers as necessary. Sletta 
provided information on email he received from Jesse Harmon from Brown-Nicollet Environmental Health. 
Sletta stated concern with possible wetland; Carlson stated he has a letter from the SWCD about land and 
Easement. Little stated he was mowing yesterday, Sletta stated that a wetland does not always contain water all 
the time. Braun asked about weekend campers along Lake Hanska. Little stated friends and family will be along 
the lakeshore, they won’t be charging for those spots. Tohal stated that he has concern with the weekends spot 
being emergency responders being able to assist campers, Carlson stated that they could drive through the RIM 
property if needed. Mohr asked if a caretaker will be onsite at all times, Carlson stated someone will be available 
in person or by phone, Harmon noted that they are not required to have someone onsite at all times. Tohal 
asked how they will be available to be contacted; Carlson stated a phone number will be posted. Braun asked 
about 40’ area by the RIM easement, 10’ from the boundary. Braun asked about line to the south, Carlson stated 
not a property line, line shows RIM Easement. Braun asked about a well or sanitary sewer system, Carlson stated 
there will be a dump station as per the state rules and guidelines and a well will be installed for water supply. 
Braun asked about getting water out to the campers at the North camping area, Carlson stated they will supply 
water along that area. Wilfahrt stated he would have to vote no, he doesn’t believe it is practical. Carlson stated 
that it is not about practicality it’s about the rules and regulation. Little stated that this is for family and friends, 
doesn’t want to get into the situation of having to get permit afterword. Little stated it is a personal project. 
Lilleodden stated concerns with length of area to be able to back it up and with concern for people hunting on 
the property, Hanson stated his concern about being able to get campers in and out safely, Carlson says they can 
get there safely. Braun asked if Carlson owned the property to the North, they confirmed they did not. Carlson 
confirmed they will be parking as close to the RIM Easement as possible. Havemeier stated that as a medical 
professional she wanted to state for the record that it’s more than just an ambulance that comes to an 
emergency, Carlson asked if 12 feet was enough, Little stated they could paint a strip down saying keep area 
clear for emergencies. Braun stated he would like to see a site plan of how the campers will be laid out in the 
North camping area. Carlson asked why this wasn’t thought of last time, he asked how many times we are going 
to have to do this. Braun stated this is a fact finding process in order to make a recommendation to the County 
Commissioners and stated if information is missing, how we are supposed to make a decision. Tohal stated it’s 
about more detail. Tohal asked about a detailed drawing, Little confirmed they could have a detailed plan 
available. Braun stated for the record he is neither for nor against the project, just wants more information.  



 

 

 
 Motion was made by Braun and seconded by Mohr to Table the item until December 14th 2016 at 9:00 
AM, for further information on site.  
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote.  
 
The second item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application APP-C-0035 by Leon and Renee Kral on 
property described as part of N2 of SE4, Sec. 17, Twp. 109N, Range 32W, Stark Township, Brown County, MN for 
the purpose to renew existing CUP #C-00369 to continue to allow use of an existing gravel mine to include gravel 
mining and extraction, crushing, and hot-mix plant all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District
 Discussion: Sletta provided background on the application. Tohal asked any concern from immediate 
neighbors, Sletta confirmed no comment was received by our office. Tohal asked about the hot-mix plant on the 
site, Sletta confirmed that a hot-mix plant has been a part of past CUPs. Mohr stated application was very 
complete and that the site is being restored to farmland after mining. Braun asked about concerns brought to 
attention, Sletta confirmed no concerns have been brought to attention regarding the site.     
 

 
Motion was made by Braun and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote.  
 
The third item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application APP-C-0033 by The Mathiowetz 
Construction Company on property described as Gov’t Lot 1 & Lots 11 & 12of Gov’t Lot 2 Excepting from said 
land all that part lying North & East of Brown County Road 10, Sec. 17, Twp 111N, Range 32W, Home Township, 
Brown County, MN to renew existing CUP C-00375 to continue to allow use for mining cretaceous shale & kaolin 
clay, also the stockpiling & sale of pit-run, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning District.       
 

Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Mohr stated this pit had issues in the past 
with runoff but has since been taken care of.  

  
 Motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
 
The fourth item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0032 by Ladd Demolition & 
Aggregates on property described as Lot A of the NE4 of the NE4, Sec. 13, Twp. 109N, Range 33W, Leavenworth 
Township, Brown County MN to renew existing CUP C-00364 to continue to allow use for existing gravel mining 
to include gravel mining and extraction, crushing, and hot-mix plant, all located in the A-1 Agricultural Protection 
Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Sletta Stated no comment on the mine 
received to the Planning and Zoning Office. Dean Sellner Supervisor from Stark Township, they had an incident 
in March with quality of the Township Road, They wanted Mathiowetz to provide some gravel for the road, and 
the township provided a lot of gravel for the road. Olson stated is spurratic, might haul 50-60 loads in a short 
period of time and then it sits. Tohal asked if Mathiowetz hauls most loads, Olson confirms. Tohal asked about 
conditions, Sletta confirms that conditions would be put on the pit. Sellner stated that a farmer with manure 
spreader is on road 2-3 times per day, so it’s not just traffic from the pit causing damage to the road. Sletta 
stated the road concern is more with the Township and Mathiowetz; they can work together on a solution for 
the road.  



 

 

 
Motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Braun to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote.  
 
 
The Fifth item of business was a Conditional Use Permit Application #APP-C-0036 by Raymond & Janet Seifert 
on property described as NW4 of NW4, W2 of SW4 of NW4 & W2 of E2 of SW4 of NW4, Sec. 4, Twp 109N, Range 
31W, Milford Township, Brown County, MN to renew existing CUPC-00362 to continue to allow use for existing 
gravel mining to include gravel mining and extraction, crushing, and hot-mix plant, all located in the A-1 
Agricultural Protection Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the site. Sletta confirms no comment brought to our office.  
Tohal asked about Attachment 1 and where mining is currently active. Sletta confirms the whole site has been 
permitted and there is future plans to mine the other site of the property.  
 
 Motion: was made by Mohr and seconded by Berg to recommend approval to the County Board 
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 Vote.  
 
The sixth item of business was a Final Plat Application #APP-P-0012 by Judy Havemeier on property described as 
NE4 of NE4, Section 29-Twp 109N-30W, Cottonwood Township, Brown County. Parcels being platted are a multi 
lot subdivision in the R-1 Rural Residential Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application.  
 
 Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Braun to recommend approval to the County Board.  
 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 Vote.  
 
The seventh item of business was Final Plat Application #APP-P-0013 A Single lot split by Kenneth Hoffmann 
known as Hoffmann 8th Subdivision on property described as part of SW4 of NE4, Section 27-Twp 108N-R 31W, 
Milford Township, Brown County. Parcel being platted is a building site being split off from the tillable land in 
the A-1 Protection Zoning District. 
 Discussion: Sletta provides background on the application. Tohal asked if the trees to the North were 
gone, Sletta Confirms.  
 
 Motion was made by Wilfahrt and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board. 
  
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 Vote.  
 
The Final item of business was a Final Plat Application #APP-P-0011 A Single Lot split by James Pietz known as 
Pietz Subdivision on property described as part of SE4, Section 30-Twp 108N- 34W, Bashaw Township, Brown 
County. Parcel being platted is a building site being split off from the tillable land in the A-1 Agricultural Protection 
Zoning District. 

Discussion: Sletta provided the background on the proposed zoning ordinance revisions. Sletta stated this 
was the public meeting for the proposed changes. Enter stated the County Board reviewed the changes at the last 
County Board Meeting. Sletta stated the changes were needed revisions to be current with State Statute and to 
clean up the ordinance. Tohal likes the addition of the Renewable Energy Section, said there will be more of that 
to come in the future. Potter stated he is on the rural energy board; solar energy seems to be more prevalent.  



 

 

 
Motion was made by Mohr and seconded by Berg to recommend approval to the County  

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 Vote.  
 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Robert Santaella, Asst. Zoning Administrator  


